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Deadly comho may lie ahead

An active Atlantic hurricane season could worsen effects of Gulf oil spill

VENICE, La. — As I drive
down Hwy. 11 in Plaquem-
ines Parish, the damage from
Hurricane Katrina is still evi-
dent five years later, with con-
demned buildings and homes
dotting the landscape.

Tuesday marked the open-
ing of hurricane season,
which the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion forecasts will be “active
to extremely active” due to
above-average water temper-
atures in the Atlantic and a
weakening El Nino.

With this ominous predic-
tion comes heightened fear of
another storm, and for the cit-
izens of Plaquemines Parish, a
large storm now could mean a
wave of oil in addition to the
devastation that a hurricane
can bring.

The majority of the oil from
the BP spill currently lies off-
shore and what has hit the
coast remains concentrated
on the barrier islands and
outer edges of the marsh. One
hurricane would likely drive
the oil into the back marshes,
breech levees and coat the
land.

No amount of boom could
prevent a storm surge like a
hurricane could bring — and
with no solution for capping
the well, the oil is likely to flow
through nearly all of hurri-

An estimated 21
million to 45 million
gallons of oil have
leaked into the Gulf,
eclipsing the 11
million that leaked
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In the meantime, piles
of boom and oil absorbent
material line the docks of Ven-
ice, La., ready to be deployed
to protect the shoreline. Oil
clean up workers fill the small
town, working to clean up
what is already coating the
coast and floating on the sur-
face of the water.

Magnitude is huge

With the oil reaching the
shores of Mississippi and Ala-
bama this week, it is clear that
the magnitude of the spill is
huge. With one shift of the
wind, Florida’s coasts will be
covered. The majority of the
oil lies below the surface in
enormous plumes that we
are only beginning to under-
stand.

A large hurricane would
not only affect how the oil
would impact the shore, but
it would move large quantities
of oil out in the open water
and potentially accelerate the
rate at which it enters the loop
current, which then flows into
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the Gulf Stream.

Time will tell what will
happen during the coming
months of the hurricane sea-
son and we can hope that, if
indeed, we have the predicted
“above normal” season, the
Gulf Coast will not be the tar-

PREDICTING ATLANTIC HURRICANES

Forecasters are predicting the most active Atlantic hurricane season since 2005, when Hurricane
Katrina devastated the same area of the coast that is now trying to cope with the oil slick.
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Another snag
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VENICE, La. — BP hit
a snag in its latest effort to
curb the Gulf of Mexico oil
spill.

The company’s lat-
est plan is to siphon off
some of the oil by cut-
ting away what is left of
the ruined offshore well’s
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; Cleanup costs leaking riser pipe, then

-~ forthe catastrophic lower a containment cap

Gulf oil spill have over the remaining well-

topp'ed $123 million. head assembly, enabling

, That's more than the BP to funnel crude to the
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=~ pipe became stuck. BP
GAELINROSENWAKS/QMI AGeNcY | employed robots on the
seabed to free it, a difficult
task a mile underwater.

Tar balls and other oil
debris from the giant,
fragmented slick have
now reached Alabama’s
Dauphin Island, parts of
Mississippi, and were less
than 10 miles from Flori-
da’s northwest Panhandle
coast.

The region’s vital sea-
food and tourism indus-
tries are at risk from Amer-
ica’s biggest oil spill ever.

Florida, entering the

get of the storms.

Rosenwaks has a Master's Degree
in Coastal Environmental Management
from Duke University and is in the
Gulf reporting for QMI Agency.

You can read Gaelin's blog at
globaloceanexploration.com

Piles of boom
and oil absorbent
material line a
Venice, La., dock.
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of easterly winds that could come as early

as Friday.

BP, now facing a crimi-
nal investigation, has lost
one-third of its market
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the mile-deep gusher.




